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FIND ſeveral complain that IJ was not 
larger inmyREMAREs on DR. Mippgx- 
TON's EXAMINATION ; the true Reaſon 
= was, becauſe: I thought my Three Dif 
_ courſes ſubjoined, eſpecially the Two former 
on Two Old Teſtament Prophecies, rendreda 
larger Diſcourſe} needleſs ; but to fatisfy may 
Friends, and to plead for your Lordſhip's Ex: 
cellent Nexus, though you; don't want a ge- 


cond, I have judg dag d 3t pe to publiſh this 
ſhort Letter by wag of ppl to wy for 
mer Remarks. -2 mn F 


5 


The firſt Pr e concerning the read” 
er of Mankind (which contains a gra 
Promiſe) was deliver d by God himſelf” 
Adam, The Seed of the woman ſhall bre 

 ſerpent's bead, Gen. iii. 1 9. This was ie. j 
wards more fully promiſed and declare Ko 
D the Father of the Faithful, "2 


A 3 


„ 2 IARC NEG —— 


(6) 
bis Seed all the families of the Earth. ſhould be 
bleſſed, Gen, xli. 3. 


We go on to Jacob's Time, who on his, 
Death-bed prophecieth that-Su1L.ou ſhould, 
deſcend from the Tribe of Fudab, Gen. xlix, 
10. | 


Mofes the great Lawgiver and Prophet told 
the Iſraelites, that God would raiſe up a Pro- 
phet like to himſelf, him ſhould they hear in all 
things be ſhould ſay unto them, Deut. xvili. 15, 


| /1 1 
In the Book of P/alms (the moſt devotional 
Book in the Old Teſtament) we meet with 
many Prophecies and Promiſes concerning the 
Meſſias, who was to be David's Son, and was 
to reign over the Houſe of Tf ael for ever, i. e. 
over God's ſpiritual Mael, conſiſting of be- 
lieving Jeus and Gentiles. I reckon the iid, 
viitith, xxiid, xlvth, Ixxxixth, and cxxxiid 
Pſalms to be Prophecies of this Great and Glo- 
rious Perſon. Theſe Pſalms are agreeable to 
many expreſs Promiſes made to David ; When 
thy days are fulfilled, and thou ſhalt ſleep with 
thy fathers, I will ſet up thy Seed after thee, 
which ſhall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will 
eftabliſh his kingdom, He ſhall build an houſe. 
for my Name, and I will eftabliſh the throne of 
his kingdom for ever. Iwill be his Father, and 
he ſhall be my Son. I be commit iniquity (or 
WHOSOEVER commits Iniquity, ſo the Hebrew 
word 


<4 


word wx Aſher muſt ſometi mes be rendred, 

particularly i in Eſal. Ixxviii. 3. Our Tranſlators 
have it, WHICH, whereas it ought to have 
been rendred, wH ATSOEVER 3 3 for the Fſalmiſt 
doth not in that Place mention any hard and 


difficult Sayings, but only gives a Narrative of 


God's former Dealings with the Feus, and ſo 
the LXX tranſlate it by Gaz WHATSOEVER, 
and the French by 9 ) But to re- 
turn; Whoſoever (viz. of David's Sons) com- 
| mitted iniquity, I will chaſten him with the rods 
F men, and with the ftripes of the children of 
men: but my mercy ſhall not depart from 
him, as 1 took it from Saul, whom I put away 
before me. And thine bouſe, and thy Kingdom 
Jhall be eftabhſhed before thee for ever: thy 
throne ſhall be eftabhſhed for ever, 2 Sam. vii. 
12, 13, T4, 15 and 16. 


This Promiſe and Prophecy, 10 interpreted 
as in the Parentheſis, was Abſolute and Un- 
conditional: And accordingly we find, tho' 
many of David's Royal Succeſſors were bad 
Kings, yet God always had a moſt ſacred Re- 
gard to this Promiſe and Prophecy: Which 
may receive ſome additional Weight, by com- 
paring it with two other Paſſages of Holy 
Writ; One is, after Solomon had dedicated the 
Temple in a very ſolemn Manner, and with 
a moſt excellent Prayer; God tells him if 
thou wilt walk before me, as David thy Father 
walked, and do according to all that I have 

commanded 


4 (8) 

| rommanded thee, and ſhalt obſerve my Patutes 
and my udements : * Then will I 2 the 
throne of thy kingdom, according as I have _ 1 
wenanted with David thy father, _—_ 
Dee 

. But if ye turn away, and for/ake my — 
and my commandments which I have "ke before 
1 you, and ſhall go and ſerve other gods, and 
|| 


- ew - — 
mand 
* — 


"001/hip them: Then will I phuck you up by the 
roots, &c. 2 Chron. vii. 17, 18, 19 and 20. 
'The Other is what relates to God's reſenting 
highly Solomor's Apoſtacy from his eminent 
1 and early Piety; The Lord faid to Solomon, 
| Foraſiucb as is #s done of the, and thou haſt 
| not kept my covenant, and my ſtatutes which 7 
| have — thee, 1 r furely rend the 
kingdom from thee, and I will give it to thy 
Fervant. Notwithſtanding in thy days I will 
| | not do it, for David thy father's ſake: but I & 
| 


will rend it out of the hand of thy fon. How- 

BEIT, I WILL NOT REND AWAY ALL THE 
KINGDOM; BUT I WILL GIVE ONE TRIBE 
| TO THY so, FOR DAvI1D MY SERVANT's 
SAKE, AND FOR JERUSALEM'S SAKE, WHICH 

| I' nave CHOSEN, 1 Kings xi. 11, 12, and 13. 
UW To which I beg leave to add what Abijah the 
1 Prophet ſaid to Feroboam (who was — 
the Firſt King of the Ten Tribes) Thus ſaith 
the Lord, the God of Iſrael, Behold J will rend 
the king dom out of the hand of Solomon, and 
0 — ten tribes to thee : (BUT HE SHALL 
HAVE ONE TRIBE, for my ſervant —_— 

a 
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3; ſake, and for Feruſalem's ſake, avbich I have 


choſen out of all the tribes of 1jrael) Becauſe 
that they have forſaken me, and have worſhiþ= 
ped Aſbtoreth the goddeſs of the Zidoniaus, Che- 
moſh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the 
god of the children of Ammon, and have not 


walked in my ways to do that which is right in 


mine eyes, and to keep my ſtatutes and my judg- 
ments, as did David bis father. Howbeit, I 
will not take the whole kingdom out of his band: 
but I will make him prince all the days of his 
life, for David my fervant's jake, whom J 
choſe, becauſe he kept my commandments and my 


ſtatutes : But I will take the kingdom out of his 
ſon's hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten 


tribes. And unto his ſon will I GIVE ONE 
TRIBE, THAT DAVID MY SERVANT MAY 
HAVE A LIGHT ALWAYS BEFORE ME IN 
JERUSALEM, e city which I have choſen me 
fo put my name there, 1 Kings xi. 31, 32, 
33, 34, 35 and 36. To this the P/a/mi/t re- 
fers in the following Words, I will make the 
horn of David to flouriſh, I have ordained a 
lamp for mine anointed, Pſal. cxxXii. 17. 


And that this Nexus which your Lord(hi 
with ſo much Learning and Judgment plea 
for, is agreeable to the Account given of it 
in the ſacred Writings is confirmed from ſe- 
veral other Paſſages of Scripture. Theſe are 
the Words of Zecharzas, Father of Chriſt's 
Forerunner; The oath which be fivare unto 

B Abraham 


IS 
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Abrabam our father, to give us; and this is 
what he had ſpoken by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, anaiav@., before the world began, 


Luke i. 70, 73. 


Dr. Middleton thinks he hath gained a great 
Advantage againſt your Lordſhip's Nexvs, 
by aſſerting that the Apoſtles always cited 
ſingle Prophecies concerning the Meſſias; 
but if He, or my Reader, will give them- 
ſelves the Trouble to conſult the follow Paſ- 
ſages, 1 will leave it to any impartial Perſon 
to judge, whether he hath not forgot himſelf, 
and triumphs before the Victory. Let us then 
look into the A#s and the Epiſtles, and then 


we ſhall fee that your Lordſhip's Nxxus is 


eſtabliſhed beyond Contradiction. 


In St. Peter's Sermon on Pentecoſt, he. 


cites a Prophecy from Joel, and two from the 


P/alms. Speaking of the extraordinary Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, he ſays, This is ſpoken by 
the Prophets; It ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 
days (Jays the Lord) I will pour out of my 
Spirit on all fleſh, and your ſons ſhall prophe- 
fy, and your daughters, and your young men 
ſhall ſee viſions, and your old men ſhall dream 
dreams. And upon my ſervants, and upon my 
handmaids, will I pour out of my Spirit in 
thoſe days, and they ſhall propheſy, &c. Acts ii. 
I6, 17, 18, &c. Then he cites a Prophecy 
from David, For David ſays concerning him, 


(7) 

T fot the Lord ks ys before me; for he is af 
75 right hand, that I may not be moved. 
erefore my heart was glad, &c. Acts ii. 25, 
26, and onwards. After this, the Apoſtle 
thus reaſons with his Auditors. Men AND 
BRETHREN, let me freely ſpeak to you con- 


cerning the patriarch David, that he is dead 


and buried, and his ſepulchre is with ws unto 
this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knows- 
ing that God had ſivorn before, that of the 
fruit of bis body, he would raiſe up Chriſt to 
fit on his Throne : Seemg this before, pale con. 
cerning bis reſurrection, that his foul was not 
left in bell, (in Hapzs or SH EOL, according 
to the Greek and Hebrew) neither did his fieſh 
ſee corruption, Acts ii. 29, 30 and 31. After 
this, St. Peter proceeds to another Old Teſta- 
ment Prophecy. For David is not aſcended 
into heaven, but himſelf ſays, The Lord ſaid 
unto my Lord, fit thou at my right hand, till 
T1 make thy foes thy foctftool, Acts ii. 34 and 
35. | Theſe two laſt Citations are taken from 
the xvith and cxth P/alms.. IN THIS ONE 
SERMON, WE HANE THREE PROPHECIES, 


This firſt Sermon is very favourable to your 
Lordſhip's EXCELLENT Nxxus, but as un- 
happy to the learned Doctor: But with your 
Lordſhip's leave, I will proceed: In a Sermon, 
tangy, ſoon after by the ſame Apoſtle, we 

ave the. following Words which yet far- 
ther eſtabliſhes your Lordſhip's Nexus, 20hom 
B 2 (Chriſt) 


(12) 
(Chriſt) the heaven muſt receive till the time 
of the reſtitution (or rather reſtoration) of 
all things, waicy GoD $PAKE BY THE 
MOUTH OF ALL HIS HOLY PROPHETS 
SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN, Acts iii. 21. 
Upon which I beg leave to obſerve three things 
for Dr. Middleton's Sake, and to prevent his 


Readers from being miſled by his unaccoun- 


table Oppoſition to your Lordſhip's excellent 
Defence of Chriſtianity againſt Infidels. 


I. Here i is NuBEs TESTIUM againſt the 
Doctor, not only one or a few, but ALL 
THE PROPHETS, 


II. The Holy Prophets have been in the 
Church and in the World, a' eizvx;, FROM 
THE BEGINNING. 


III. They * ſpake Al ouar@, BY 
oNE Mou rH: It is not ſaid Aiz Hi , 
by the Mou rs, but by the MouTH in the 
* Number; for they were All inſpired 
by Ong SpixIr, vis, THAT Diving SPI- 
RIT, WHO SEARCHETH ALL THINGS, EVEN 
THE DEEP THINGs of Gop. The ww Bam, 


which. human Reaſon (notwithſtanding the 


vainglorious Opinion ſome Gentlemen, in 
this polite Age, entertain of their own dear 
Underſtandings) could not have found out, no, 


nor All the Angels of Heaven, 


But 


(13) 


But to return to St. Peter's Sermon: For 
Moſes truly ſaid, a prophet ſhall the Lord your || 
God raiſe up unts you from your brethren like 
znto me, (But infinitely ſuperior to me) Him 
ſhall ye hear in all things, he ſhall ſpeak unto” 
you. And it ſhall come to paſs, that whatſoever 
foul will not hear that prophet, ſhall be cut off 
from among bis people, Acts iii. 22, and 23. 
Our Apoſtle goes on, having mentioned Mo- 
SES their GREAT PROPHET, and adds, 
Yea, and ALL THE PROPHETS FROM SA- 
MUEL AND THOSE THAT FOLLOW, AS MA- 
NY AS HAVE SPOKEN HAVE FORETOLD 
THESE DAYS, Acts iii, 24. This leads me to 
REMARK UPON OUR EXAMINER OF YOUR 
 LorpsniP's USE AND INTENT of PRO» 
PHECY, 


I. After Moss comes SAMUEL, and 
Thoſe that follow. This takes in Davao, 
Isaran, JEREMIAH, DANIEL, Jotxr, Mican 
and MALACHT ; for they with ons MovTH 


PROPHESIED OP THESE DAYS, i. e. of the 


II. That they roreEToLD ALL THESE 
Days, viz. the Conception, Birth, Life, Do- 
Erine, Miracles, Death, Sufferings, Aſcenſion 
of Chriſt, and the miraculous Effuſion of God's 


Spirit on All Fleſh; contrary to the Jewiſh 
Saying, Spiritus prophetie non requieſcit in 
| paupe- 


rn; 
pauperem; tho JeREMIAn, Jorr, Mican, 


and MALACH1, were far from being Rich 
Men. . 


But I have not yet done with St. Peter's 
excellent Sermon. Te are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made 
= ouR FATHERs, ſaying to ABRAHAM, 
AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE FAMI- 
LIES BE BLESSED, As iii. 25. 


Here we have not only Moss, but Samu- 
EL and ALL THE PROPHETS that FOLLOW, 
and ABRAHAM, who was a RENowNED 
PROPHET. And yet, according to the learn- 

ed Dr. Middleton, the Apoſtles _ cite ſingle 
Prophecies. 


I go on to St. Paul (to whoſe Labours and 
Sufferiogs we the Deſcendants of IArRETR 
are greatly indebted for the GLORIOUS Go- 
SPEL OF CHRIST.) In his Sermon at Antioch 
in P:fidia thus ſpeaks, very agreeably to your 
| Lordſhip's Nexus, but as unhappy for Dr. 
Middleton, Of his (David's) feed God hath rai- 
| ſed up Yeſus the Saviour: John having pre- 
9 pore the People for him, ſaying, his (the 
| efliah's) t I am not worthy to unlooſ. 
| 
| 


Intimating the infinite Diſtance between 
Chriſt and himſelf. Men and brethren, &c. 
For they that dwell at Jeruſalem being igno- 
rant 2 him, and not underſtanding the voices of 

| the 


(48) 
the prophets, which are read in their ſynagogues 
every Sabbath-day, have fulfilled ; by reject- 
ing Chriſt's Doctrine, and condemning him 
to the ſhameful, painful and accurſed Death 
of the Croſs. It ſeems then, St. Paul was 
of the Opinion that the Prophets, whoſe 
Writings were read every Week in the Jewiſh 
Synagogues, had foretold Chriſt's Death, and 
that he would be rejected by the Body of the 


Fews, once God's only viſible Church upon 
Earth. | 


St. Paul goes on, And we publiſh to you the 
goſpel (ſo it is in the Greek, tvalpaAiClueter) 
i. e. the glad tidings, that the promiſe evhich. 
God made unto the fathers, He hath fulfilled the 


ſame to us their children, having raiſed up | 


Chriſt, Acts xii. 23. to the 33d verſe. The 

Promiſe of Chriſt's Reſurrection was made to 
the Fathers, and conſequently the Promiſe of 

_ Chriſt's coming 10 fintſh tranſgreſſion, ani to 

make an end of fin, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24. 


As it is written in the ſecond P/alm, Thou 
ART MY SoN: THis DAY HAVE I BEGOT= 
TENTHEE. That day when he again brought his 

firſt begotten into the world, at his Reſurrection, 
Heb. i. 6. That he raiſed him from the dead, ne- 
ver to ſee corruption; be ſaid, I will give thee the 
SURE MERcC1ts of DAviD: mz daa, the Holy 
bs of David. This is cited from J lv. 3. 
W. her C> » 


" the utmeſt, the meaſure of their iniquities being 


_ (9 was 
Wherefore he ſays in another place, Thou wilt 


not ſuffer thy holy one to ſee corruption. This 


is quoted from P/alm xvi. the latter end. For 
David, when he had ſerved his generation ac- 
cording to the will of God, fell aſleep, and ſaw 


corruption. But Him, whom God rye up, 
» ſaw no corruption. It was impoſſible that He, 


who had no Sin of his Own, ſhould ſee Cor- 
ruption. Be it known unto you therefore, men 
end brethren, thro this Man 1s preached unto 
you the remiſſion of fins. And by Him, All _ 

do believe in Him, are juſtified from all thoſe 
things, from which you could not be juſtified by 

the law of Moſes. Beware leſt that come upon 
you which is ſpoken by the prophets, Behold ye 
deſpijers, and wonder and periſh ; I work a work 


in your days, which ye will not believe, though 


it be told unto you, Acts xw. 33, to the 
411t verſe. Here is another Citation from not 
of ont PRoORHET, but the PRopyETs; Is4a1- 
As as well as JEREMIAH, DANIEL and Da- 
vID, had foretold the Obſtinacy and Infide- 
lity of the Fews. Here is then a Cluſter of 
them, and not only a fingle Quotation. 


The Proſelytes of the Gate deſire the two 
Apoſtles, Paul and Barnabas, to preach the 
fame Doctrine the next Time they were to 
meet in the Synagogue for Religious Wor- 
ſhip. But the wicked Jews (hardned now 


beyond Cure, wrath was coming upon them to 


very 


. 


very near full) the Fews ſeeing a vaſt Aſſem- 
bly, were filled with envy, and ſhake againſt 
the things ſpoken by theſe two incomparable 
Preachers, contradicting and blajpheming. To 
whom they made this meek but juſtly ſevere 
Reply, which was in the Nature of Excom- 
MUNICATIO MAJOR, Ir was neceſſary that 
the Word of God ſhould fit have been preached 
unto you, but ſeeing you put it far from you, 
and judge yourſekves UNwoRTHY OF ETER- 
NAL LIFE, Lo WE TURN UNTO THE GEN- 
TILES. For fo hath the Lord commanded us, 
ſaying, I have ſet thee for a Light of the Gen- 
tiles, that thou ſbou ldeſt be for Salvation unto 
the ends of the earth, Acts xiii. 41. to ver. 48. 
This is another Prophecy quoted in this Ser- 
mon from 1/2. xlix. 9. I leave it to the learn- 
ed Doctor to judge how far your Lordſhip's 
Nexus is affected by theſe Apoſtolical Sermons 
and Citations from the Old Teſtament. I 
remember the old Latin Proverb, Pauperis 
eft numerare Pecus; THE CITATIONS ARE 
VERY NUMEROUS, let Dr. Midaleton ſay or 
think what he pleaſes to the contrary. 


With your Lordſhip's Permiſſion I go on. 
When the Apoſtle of the Gentiles came to 
Theſſalonica (now Salonicha in the Hands of 
the Turks) he reaſoned with them out of the 
SCRIPTURES. Let Dr. Middleton take notice 
of that, not citing a ſingle Prophecy; but out 
of the SCRIPTURES (of the Old Teſtament) he 


C opened 


r 


(18) 
opened and alledged that Chriſt muſt needs have 
ſuffered, and riſen again from the dead ; and 
that this Feſus, whom I preach unto you, is the 
Chriſt. Acts xvii. 2 and 3. 


In his admirable Apology for Chriſtianity 
and for himſelf before King Agrippa, he af- 
firms, that he had ſaid none other things than 
thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould 
came: That Chriſt ſhould fuffer, and that be 


ſhould riſe from the dead firſt, (as the Firſt- 


fruits which enſures the Harveſt, and the firſt 
not to die any more) and ſhould ſbew light un- 
to the people, and to the Gentiles, Acts xxvi. 
22, 23. 


And after a little Interruption by Feſtus the 
Governor, he ſays, King Agrippa, believeſt 
thou the Prophets? Ver. 27. 


In this Apology St. Paul quotes Moſes and 
the Prophets by Wholeſale, and doth not re- 
tale them, as Dr. Midaleton fallly, tho' poſi- 
tively aſſerts. 


Allow me, my Lord, to treſpaſs a little 
more on your Patience, and I will ſee whe- 
ther the. Apoſtolical Epiſtles oppoſe your 
Nexus, and lay the leaſt Foundation for your 
Antagoniſt's Aſſertion. 35 


In the Epiſtle to the Chriſtians at Rome, 


the then Seat of the Roman Empire, and 


Miſtreſs 


(19) 

Miſtreſs of the whole World, which is there- 
fore plac'd at the Head of the Epiitles, I meet 
with a whole Cluſter of Old Teſtament Pro- 
phecie 5 19108 cloſe together, becauſe Vis anita 
Jortior As it is written, For this Cauſe I will 
confeſs among the Gentiles, and ſing unto thy 
Name. And again be ſays, Rejoice, ye Gen- 
"tiles, with his people. And again, Praiſe the 
Lord all ye Gentiles, and laud him all ye people. 
And again Eſaias ſaith, There ſhall he a root 
of fe and he that ſhall riſe to rule over the 
Gentiles, in him ſhall the Gentiles truſt. Rom. 
xv. 9, IO, 11, and 12. Here are: no fewer 
than Foux OLD TESTAMENT PROPHE- 
CIEs cloſely following one another. 


Let us now, my 1 look into the Epi pi- 
ſtle to the Hebreus, which is, it may be, i 
things confider'd,, the moſt excellent of them 
all. Unto which of the angels ſaid he at any 
time, Thou art my Son, this day. have I begot- 
ten thee? And again, I will be to him a Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall be to me a Son] And again, 
when he bri ngeth hzs fir ſt- begotten into the — 
(or, as it ſhould have been tranſlated, WIEN 
HE AGAIN BRINGETH HIS FIRST-BE- 
GOTTEN INTO THE WORLD) f. e. at his 
Reſurrection, when his Firſt-begotten received 
a new Life from him, an endleſs, eternal 
Life ; He ſays, Let all the angels of God wor- 
ſhip him. And of the angels he ſays, Who ma- 
Kerb bis angels ſpirits, and his en a flame 
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j of fire. But unto the Son (or, of the Son) he 
fays, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever; 
a ſeeptre of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy 
| kingdom. Thou loveſt righteouſneſs, and bateſt 
iniquity; therefore God, thy God, hath anomt- 
1 ed thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows. 

ö Thy Fellows among Men, Prophets, Prieſts 
1 and Kings, who uſed to be anointed ; or thy 

Fellow Angels, who formerly had the King-. 

doms of this World committed to their 

Government, whilſt Chriſt, God's Son, was 

King over God's peculiar People the MVaelites. 

He is therefore called MicHAEL THEIR 

PRINCE T. And thou, Lord, in the begin- 

ning haſt laid the foundation of the earth; and 

the heavens are the works of thy hands. They 
ſhall periſh, but thou remaineſt ; and they ſhall 
. allwax old as doth a garment, and as a veſture 
ſhalt thou fold them up, and they ſhall be chang- 
ed. But thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall 
have no end. And to which of the angels ſaid 
he at any time, Sit thou on my right hand, till 

I make thine enemies thy foorſtool? Are they not 

all miniſtring ſpirits ſent forth to miniſter unto 

them, oho ſhall be heirs of ſalvation? Heb. i. 

5. to the End. Here are; my honoured and 

good Lord, many Witneſſes and Bands to ſe- 

cure your Hayey Nexvs, which Dr. Mid- 

dleton with all his learned Auxiliaries, whether 


lukewarm 


4 They who wou'd ſee more of this Argument, will do 
to conſult Mr. James Pierce on Col. ii. 15. and Heb. i. 
ger tor. | ; 
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lukewarm Chriſtians, or avowed Infidels, can't 
diflolve, unleſs they are hardy enough to de- 

ny, or demur about the Inſpication of the ſa- 
cred Writers. The late Mr. Collins (to whom 
our Doctor is very complaiſant) did not be- 
lieve too much concerning the Inſpiration of 
the Old Teſtament Prophets, who (according 
to his learned Account) were like our modern 
Gypfes, who got their living by helping people to 
their Goods, when flolen away, Which vile 
and wicked Aſſertion he minted out of bis 
own dear, fruitful Head. For whatever Dr. 
Middleton may think of that Infidel- Writer, 
Moch LEARNING HAD NOT MADE HIM 
MAD; But a little ſmattering in Latin and 
Greek, with a ready. Pen and a voluble 
Tongue, made the Gentleman fo vain, that 
he imagined with one Puff of his Breath, he 
could blow away All the Old Teſtament Pro- 
phecies concerning our Bleſſed Lord and Savi- 

our Jeſus Chriſt; or with one Daſh of his 
terrible Pen, he could cancel them, and write, 
Non PROBATUM EST. But the Learned 
and Pious Dr. Chandler, now Bifhop of Dur- 
ham, with great Learning confuted this migh- 
ty Boaſter ; as did his Nameſake, a Learned 
and. Pious Diſſenting Miniſter, particularly in 
his Excellent Defence of Daniel and of that 
famous Prophecy, Dan. ix. 24, 25, 26. which 
Mr. Collins calls OUR SHEET | ANCHOR, | 
whereby he only expoſed: his entire Ignorance | 

of the „ which he had not the Vanity 
to 
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to pretend to underſtand : And if he and his 


Admirers (among whom Dr. Middleton ſeems 


to be none of the Leaſt) were not aſhamed of 
his raſh, not to ſay impudent Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of thoſe excellents Prophets, it is plain 


they have a GREAT FRONT. But poor 


Mr. Collins had no other way to evade the 
Force of theſe two learned Champions, than 
to give out among his Friends, that he only 
wrote AIs GRouNDs, &c. to ſtir up a lazy 


Clergy, that they might apply more cloſely 


to Study: not conſidering the Miſchief he 
was doing to the preſent and future Genera- 


| tions, eſpecially among the ignorant Populace, 


or Smatterers in Learning, who think break- 
ing a prophane Jeſt on the Holy Writings 
will ſupply the Place of a ſolid and hard Ar- 


| | gument. It is true, the World, and eſpeci- 


ally the Church, is much indebted to the 


if aboveſaid Learned Advocates for their pious 


and ſtrenuous Defence of Chriſtianity : for 1 


don't find that Mr. Collins was more miſchie- 


vous (whatever he intended) than his Succeſ- 
ſor the late Mr. Woolſton, in his mad and vi- 


rulent Pieces againſt the Miracles of our Lord 


Jeſus; one of which (I think) he had the 
Aſſurance to dedicate to the late Queen, and 
another to'your Lordſhip, when Biſhop of 


Bangor. His Infidel Attacks on the Miracles 


and moral Character of our Dear Redeemer, 


produc d ſeveral Learned Defences by the Bi- 


ſhop 
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ſhop of St. David's, Dr. Lardner, and other 
worthy Perſons. PEE 


But, my Lord, let us return to the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews In the very next Chapter, 
the inſpired Penman furniſhes us with more 
Citations out of the Old Teſtament. Unto the 
angels bath he not put in ſubzettion the world to 
come, whereof we beat. Or rather, TRE 
AGE TO COME, THE AGE OF THE MEss1- 
As, according to that well known DiſtinQion 
or Diviſion of the Ages among the Fews ; the 
Firſt was before the Law, the Second under 
the Law, and the Third and Laſt under King 
Meſſias; therefore often called the LAST 
Days, and the LasT AGE. + So Chriſt in 
the end of the world (or rather, iN THE END 
_ oF THE AGE, the Feuiſb Age and Diſpen- 
ſation) appeared to put away fin by the ſacri- 
fice of himſelf, Heb. ix. 26. But one in a cer- 
tain place teſtified, ſaying, What is man that 
thou art mindful of him, and the ſon of man 
that thou viſiteſt him? Thou madeſt him a little 
| Imper than the angels (or, for a little white, 
during Chriſt's amazing Humiliation) Zhou 
crounedſt him with glory and honour, and didſt 

ſet him over the works of thy hands. Thou haſt 
put all things in 5 under his feet, Heb. 
ii. 5, 6, 7, and 8. From whence I conclude | 
the viiith Pſalm is an entire Prophecy f 
bee and not of Adam or David, as Types 
0 , | | e .._- 
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The inſpired Writer goes on, ſpeaking of 
the Captain of our Salvation, who was made 
perfect, (or conſecrated) through his ſufferings, 
then adds, For both he that ſanctiſiethb, and 
they that are ſanctiſied, are all of one, (vis. 
Abraham) for which cauſe he is not aſhamed to 
call them brethren, ſaying, I will declare thy 
Name unto my brethren; in the midſt of the 
Church will I ing praiſe unto thee. And again, 
T will put my truſt in him. And again, Be- 
hold I and the children which God hath given 
me, Heb. ii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, and 13. Theſe 
Citations are from the viiith Pſalm, Pſalm 
xxii. 22. Pſalm xviii. i. and 1/azab viii. 18. 


In the third and fourth Chapters he cites 
large Hiſtories out of the Books of Moſes, Jo- 
ſhua, and the P/alms. In the fifth and ſe- 
venth Chapters he cites ſome Paſlages about 
Melchiſedec, who was both King and Prieft. 
In the ninth Chapter he quotes the fixteenth of 
Leviticus, which had much of the Goſpel in 
it ; for on the great Day of Expiation or A- 
tonement, the High Prieſt went ſeveral times 
into the moſt Holy Place, not without Blood, 
and a great Cloud of Incenſe. In the eleventh 
Chapter he gives us a large Catalogue of the 
Old Teſtament Believers. In the twelfth he 
exhorts the Hebrew Chriſtians to Patience un- 
der Sufferings; and cautions them againſt A- 
poſtaſy from the melancholy Story of _ 
; | | who 


i 
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who for one morſel of Meat ſold his Birth- 


right ; and then ſhows that we Chriſtians are 


under a much better Diſpenſation of Grace 


than the Jeus were, and that therefore we 


ought to dread the Thoughts of turning away 
From him that fpeaketh from heaven, In the 


laſt Chapter he cloſes with ſeveral Exhortati- 
ons, particularly to Hoſpitality ; referring us 
to Abraham and Lot, who entertained angels 


unawares : and to be content with ſuch things 
as we have; for he hath ſaid, I will never laue 


thee nor forſake thee, ver. 5. Referring to the 
Promiſe made to Joſhua, that eminent Type 
of Chriſt, the captain of our ſalvation. Fi- 
nally mentions this Cuſtom under the Law, 
The bodies of thoſe beaſts, whoſe blood is brought 
into the ſanctuary by the high prieſt for fin, 


are burnt without the camp. Wherefore Feſus , 


alſo, that he might ſanttify, the people, ſuf= 
fered without the gate (of Jeruſalem.) Let 


us go forth therefore unto him without the 


Camp (the Camp of Jeuiſb Ordinances, and 
the Camp of this World, the Vanities and 
Pomps whereof we renounced in our Chriſtian 


Baptiſm) bearing bis reproach : For here have 
We no continuing city, but ſeek one to come. By 
him therefore let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe 
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our 
lips, giving thanks to his Name. But to do 
good, and to communicate, forget not; for with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, Heb. xii. 
1, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. It is to be hoped, 

| D when 
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when Dr. Middleton reads cooly, and without 
Prejudice, the Acts, the Epiſtles to the Ro- 


mans and Hebreus, he may change his Mind, 
and not Triumph as if he had deſtroyed your 
Lordſhip's admirable Connexion. 


That I may not treſpaſs farther on your 


Lordſhip's Patience, I will only beg leave to 


add one remarkable Paſſage, which is, In- 


STAR OMNIUM, and which Dr, Middleton, 
I hope, will pay the greateſt Regard to, how 
much ſoever he may have endeavoured to break 
your Nexus, When our blefſed Lord over- 
took two of his Diſciples travelling to En- 


maus, He ſays to them, after he had heard 


their Diſcourſe, and their Doubts concerning 
the Rumors of his Reſurrection, O fools and 


flow of heart to believe all that the prophets 


have ſpoken ! Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered 
theſe things, and to enter into his glory? And 
BEGINNING AT Moss AND ALL THE PRo- 
PHETS, HE EXPOUNDED UNTO THEM IN ALL 
THE SCRIPTURES, THE THINGS CONCERNING 


HIMSELF, Luke xxiv. 25, 26 and 27. Had 


Dr. Midaleton been fo happy as to hear our 
Lord's moſt incomparable Expoſition, he had 
ſaved himſelf the trouble of writing his againſt 
your Lordſhip, by which he hath got no Re- 
putation, except among Infidels or Deiſts, 


who can't reliſh the Goſpel, becauſe it is too 


pure and undefiled for them : And he had 
prevented his Readers Expence and 2 | 
| Ae 
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of reading a Piece, that can do no real Ser- 


vice to Chriſtianity, but the contrary, eſpe- 
cially from a learned and reverend Doctor of 


If what have offer d be agreeable to your 
Lordſhip, I ſhall be glad: My Deſign being 
only to vindicate your Lordſhip's pious and 
learned Endeavours to eſtabliſn the Prophecies 


of the Old Teſtament concerning Chriſt. 


Long may your Lordſhip live to be uſeful 
1n your great Station of Uſefulneſs! and when 
you have farther ſerved your Generation ac- 
cording to the Will of God, and fall aſleep, 
At the appearing of the GREAT SHEPHERD, 
may you (and all other faithful Under-ſhep- 


herds) receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth 


not away, Theſe are the ſincere good Wiſhes 
_ | 
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Your LorDsniP's, 
moſt humble and 
obedient Servant, 


LonDoN, 
March 13, 1749-50. 


B. A. A. 
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